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OU have deſired to know of me the Rea- 
fons why I make it a ſcruple of Cenſcieace 
to db hs 6thers,on all ſides have done, and' 
ill continyie to do,viz. to intermeddle with 
matters of State in my Sermons and Dif 

evurfe. I ſhall briefly let you know the grounds of my 

Scruple concerning this matter,and leaving them to your 

ſeriotis confideration, ſuggeſt ſome impartial thoughts, 

which perhaps may eaſe you of the ſcruples which you 

have on the other hand; for which you thiak'it either 

unlawful for you, of tnexpedicat for your Auditory, to 

leave jntermedling| in thoſe matters. 

% Let us firft wr what we mean by matters of State. 
As for my eff, I conceive State-matters to be all man- 

ner of Councels, Deſignes, Endeavoursand ARings which 

A 2 are 


HS 
are undertaken or proſecuted by thoſe that manage with 
Power and Authority, publick Afﬀairs, relating to the 
outward Poſſeſſions, Rights, Freedoms, Priviledge3, Pre- 
rogatives, and Perſons of Men, as they are Members of 
an outward Commonwealth.or worldly Kingdom. Con- 
cerning which matters, I think it not at all lawful for me 


to interpoſe dgment.in the-Pulpit,, ozgto integned- 
dle raya keeps ante Yn tp Poſt th 
commianded,. Row. 1 3. wer. 1. tothe 8,, ard 1 Zan. 2. 


and 7it. 3.1. And the Reaſons why I conceive it not 
lawful fo to do, are theſe : ag Ss nh 
Firft, 1 know no-Law either of ;Ged or Man, obligt 
m6 tomeddlewith {ich Caltrihs/by taferbo 1 he 
ment concerning them in the Pulpit : and it no Law et- 
ther expreſly commanding, 'or by a good inference war- 
ranting this intermedliog:can beſheweg, .I underſtand not 
how it &an-be'counted lawful fot us fo to'ds. © © * 
Secondly, 1 find a Law both of God and Man forbid- 
ding me to judge of matters which belong not unto me, 
or which particularly concern other men, -- | 
The Law of God-is-this : Be zot bufie in other ment af- 
fairs, x Pet. 4.15: -And what have I ta do to re 


that are without 7 1 Cor. 1+. . And who art this that 
judgeſt another mans ſervant £ to his own Maſten b®:ſtand- 
eth or falſeth, Rom. 14.4. And judge not , that ye be not 
judged, Mat, 7. 1. Now when [I refle& upon my {elf in 
reference yntotheſe Laws, .imy Conſcience: dath tell me, 
that Fam nor. called to' manage the Affairs pf State, but 
that they. belong to other men; an therefore that I 
_ not to -dours in Ce, and ood my ſelf about 
them. And if I judge the Magiſtrates Employment. 
a Civil Magiſtrate \o be Wrath [ f Ofiarek, 1 hat 
ſcarce'fe muctt, (fare! am) rio thor n 
had to-judge'of them ; now he tells;us; thar he-had vos 
| : | thing 


fingmy Judy- - 


E right than St. Paw 


[3] 
nothing: to-do! ta judge them; bur:thar ths judgment of 
thoſe thatare withdutehe Church; God havh reſerved un? 
to-himfſe}f;; r, Cor. 5: 2. therefore it doth not! appertain 
re nic to ineddle with:them. | Bat if as a Chriſtian Ma- 
ſtrate; T rake him to be within the Church, yet his Ems 
voy ment; gratenzs aMagittrate,'.isnotimme,'nor- is he 
therein my.dervant;, -but- Chriſt's 7// nnd; then the ether 


. Rule doth take place, Who art ' thou that: judyeft ' awotber 
mans ſervant £ Now the Magiſtrate is undoubtedly. Gods 


ſervant, Row| x 3. 4. therefore 'I muſt let him ſtand or 
fall. to-his. own Maſter, in matters of outward'govern- 
ment; which Gbd hath intruſted han; and not me'withal. 
And-ittcaſe Ido look upon:him as' a Brother; and his' A« 
Qions: or Deſigns as the Aﬀairs of a private man, then 
ſtill the: former Rules do' hold: ;: and Chriſt: doth forbid 
meto judge him-1n' pablick, :or tolay his:faults openro 
any,tillI have. deale with. him-an private; and:by:degrees 
brought; him to'the: Judicature: of thoſe iwhorare his com-' 
petent Judges, Mzt.'18: 15. &c;' It is not lawful.there- 
fore, for.me, .in:my private way. to: condemn him,” whe- 
thee: look upon. him as Brother; on'fat ;rand far leſs is 
iÞlawfal to judge' hin in -publgk, 'and make: myr(elf an 
lafermer againft him towards-the Multitude, who are:not 
lis competent Judges. ' ot i by: | 
Moreover, the Law of God in the fifth Commandment 
Ss Klowont thy father and mntber, ;that.: thy days may be louy' 
in; the lend, which" the '\hortf thy:Guak 'L \tbee. Al 
Diyangs have underſtood this; vs welt ot. the: Reſpetrdne 
unto .the Civil Magiſtrate, as tornatural: Parents . Now 
the 'npon us to ijudge and ctnſure their a&ions;'or't6 
llaf and blame their--proceedings:.in publick« before ithe 
Maltitude; :dine@by{orivuidiredly; 'ivmanmfeſtlycrbrdithon 
Tmoar themi; 'and>it-thit. ibunlkwiful in ao»vat fodeal is 
with his Parents, itid al'tnlawfulin'4Subjctt ro deali fer 
with bis Magiſtrates. As 


tx) 


Ax fopthe Laws of med in'this matter, 1 ſhall not need 
to mention any, for it is'evident in all: Nations;: that 0 
eontrout the aQtions of the Civil Magj , and ro: tre - 
duce bim:in- his -proceedings, is a rime paniſhable in 
SubjeAs by thoſe that have power and are in Authorit 
over: them,. with. death, impriſobinent; fines or 
ment, acconding tothe riature of the Fac; and as the Sa- 
pram Authority doch judge: fit | 

Thirdly, The nature of x the Goſpel wherenato Tam 
appointed x Miniſter /by:Chriſt, is! inconfiſtent with the 
care of thoſe things: wherewith-I muſt 'ibveymeddle, if f 
ſhould-take-upon+me-to judge'of them. For'the 
is. the; Teſtimony of! Jeſus, ro'reveal; him to the World, 
and to, anvite all, men from the Cares and Luſts of rhe 
World, to enter icto his Kingdom and Reft ; which is a 
Kingdom of Truth; and not. of this Workd, whereof the 
Kingdoms are bur lyes and” reſtleſs vanities. If then! 
account my- ſelf appointed to- this Employment by 
Chriſt, to mind the Myſteries of his Truth ; awd that 
wiſdem which is. of God, - which none of the Princes of this 
World know, :or. as P rixces of this World caxe for ; 1 ought: 
not to! apply my (eltto meermeddlein their Aﬀaine : and: 
xf [ought /not todo this, conceive &is.ciot lawful for me: 
to: judge of their Afﬀairs in publick, either to —_— 
er condemn them in the Pulpit. es gr bei 
tredted to: employ hs Authority _ 
A inheritance nib ie he arbor: oj RR dv ir, 
upon und, becanſe God had nor"appoinced: hin a 
Judge, or & Divides over men m temporal matrers: che 
Diſciple / is not above the Maſter ; and-if the Maſter tad 
no right to: medd]e in- fmall matters between nan 
man,.what right have I to meddle incthe greateſt between 
State and State, or: Rulers and Subjefts'> When'Chrift 
exllec one of his Diſciples ro'follow him, and he _—_ 

Ve, 
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leave, frf# to go. and hury his. Father, Chriſt bid: him, /cr 
the dead bury their dead ; ' but gothou ( faith he ) 'avd 


preach the Kingdom of God. If thethoſe that arecalled to 


preach the Kitadom of God, ought to free their minds 
frothy the cares which through natural Aﬀe&Rion, and a 
kind of Civil Duty, fo neerly concern themſelves and 
their Kindred z how much more ought they to- be dif- 
intereſſed in matters of State, which at all do- not concern 
thera > 

Bars Cares of a quite contrary nature cannot be at onee 

eatertained 1n the fame mind, they are like two 

_ Maſters. whom none can. ſerve at the ſame time 
acceptably, nor at different times faithfully 3 therefore 
he that will be Chriſt's Servant, and a faithful Soldier in 
his Warfare, muſt not be intangled in the Airs of this 
Life; otherwiſe. he will not be able to pleaſe him, who 
bach choſew him: 20: be a Soldier, 2 Tim; 244. Now all 
the Atains: of State concenn- only this Life, and nothing 
gle direly and principally. 

. Fourthly, The intermedling with State-matters in Ser- 
mong, is contrary” to the Rule of: Preaching, and to-the 
true aim which-oughtto be maintained in the performance 


. of that Duty. 
The Rule of Preacking is, eg ;let bins fyek 
as the Oracles. wow, x Pet 


to ſpeak. nothing,, Cif we frank in God's Name )* 
that which -is- undeniably bis Word ; nothing} can beger 
Faith, and build up the Soul unto godlinefs; but the Truth 
of God: if we ſpeak other matters which the Wiſdom of 
earthly men, or our own Imagination or Paſſions dictate, 
we profane .the- Ordinance of God, and deftroy the Faith 
of the Hearers; What is:the chaff to the-whear; ſaith the 
Lordi by-the Prophet:Jeremiab. Our own wortsant 
dreams temporal concernments,.are lefs Da _— 
. $ p 


, 
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[6s] 
Chaf® x! and the: 'Fauthof Profeſſors cannat- ſtand; in- the 
\Wiſdont of1Meny:butyn. the Power of God.'. And be- 
ccay(ei Jeſus: Ghriſt-is rhe Wiſdon:ef Godpgnd the Power 
of -God;-rtherefore-in our preaching, weſhould: derermine 
to! know: nothing, among? our hearers, but Jeſus Chrift-and 
him eracjfied. 
- The arm10: be. maintainedin preaching; iotixperfaude 
God-oply and nat :men;; .and.not| to: pleaſe men, or- be- 
come their ſervants, but God's alone, Gal. 1.10. for he'thax 
intendeth to pleaſe men, is 'ma' more: the fervant of Chrif7, 
Now. when men ſet themſctves toiſpeak of 'State- matters 
in-the Pulpir, their aims either: ro qleaſe:the Magiſtrates 
by. commending them tothe people, or :to ſhew'their dif- 
like againſt their: proceedings by /reproving_. the-.ſame, 
which doth tend to make the People difpleaſed with" their 
Magiſtrates: Now: whether the delign be the-one or the 
other, it is: altogether unworthy of the Minifter'vf' the 
Goſpel ; and a. man cannot: poſſibly mention:the Afﬀairs 
of State in publick, but it muſt{bei either mai and there- 
fore he os neither way to do 4t. . | 
atſoever-a:mans aim may; be. in meding thus 
Wir _ mattersþas:he-doth-no: 'ro-God tin it; fo 
he perverts the minds of the Hearers from the: ih 
and ſimplicity of the Gofpel;ito refkedupon and: alfect 
( with-reference to worldly. Wifdoni)ithe ways of aPar- 
ty : forall State-matters are. coatinyally: carried:byſome 


Plots inthe hands of bne\Party driotner ;/ and whoſotver 


doth megdle;with:themy: either tocomnicnd! or difcon{ 
mend: the proceedings, muſt, be:che-ſervant . of a Patty, 
and fo forſakes.. the ſpiritudl; liberty: and.-unpartiality 
wherein he oughit-to ſtand, 'and -whereunto ;he ought” t6 
bring the minds.0f bis Hearets, that they maybevillicy 
to-ſerve all-men- in love; for-ther; ſpiritual: edit 
without prejudice for Chriſt's ſake;-/ The intereft6f 
States-' 
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advantages > if.:the Miniſter ©bli 
himfelf to meddle with - theſe matters, -he will be 
ſtrained either to ſay and -un-fay the ſame: things, if he 
follow State Principles (which 1s to diſcredit the truth of 
the Goſpel, for'when men are-ſway'd;with carnal Conſi- 
derations, ; they' muſt, needs make the fame thing in their 
Preaching, yea, yea, and nay; n8y, (as we have found 
many do of late ) or if he-will- be: inflexible and nor 
change his note with the times, he will be/cogaged into 

10ns of ſtrife and controverſies with others for world- 
ly matters as oft as. they cliardge, which how. inconveni- 
ent it is for a Miniſter of the” Gofpel to-do, and how 
prejudicial it is unto his Profeſſion, I leave-you to 
judge. | n 
The ſcandals which are given againſt the Goſpel to 
thoſe that are diſcerning, and perceive mens drifts in 
Preaching for Intereſts, are very hanious and hurful to 
the Truth, and to the Miniſtry thereof to diſcredit it : 
fox by this means natural men become Atheiſts, for there- 
upon they. count all Religion nothing elſe but a cloke of 
Hyperriſes theſe pradtiſes ſtagger the weak alſo who are 
led - with blind- zeal to be engaged into Faftion againſt 
their- Brethren, and to maintain diviſions, which over- 
thraw- the Churches Peace and Unity, and thereby ſub- 
til States-Men take advantages to lay ſnares before un- 
wary Miniſters who have more zeale then prudence, to 
entrap them,' and make uſe of them for their own ends, 
and then when they have made them their hackneys , 
and ſerv'd their turns with them, they turn them away 
withn and contempt at the journeys end, becauſe 
they deſerve no better. 


B Now 


Now T knw - "boefie [mat conſe 
querits-ofi 1:96 Mpwith Shans-Amtters, exn- 
not. hither hoſe for (ee 3! he within che 3each' bf 


theſe hdres, and rtherefora>tauft avoid' the ocenficrs 
thereof; and am willing CO IITIOET Wwhete- 
of we fee many examphcs:befirs bur's 

Thoſe are-rhe! chibf heads of Reaſons'whieh kaws ye 
me abſtain from that way of Preaching whieh ſoinie hive 
followed; and; as I conerive; "theſe gfourds which juſtific 
my way to beunanſwerable; ſo 1 'never could find 
ar he thoſe apa which ate drapes ”o# t189,66h- 
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"For thar whidh is pretended frain Feeth *. #9: fd he 
22, ant] 3J- ver.-7. That Mmiſters are made Wattchimefi, 
to give warning tothe wicked, to warh thei from their 
wicked way; and to the Righteous alſo, that they'turn. 
not from their Righteoufneſs, is.not otherwile ro be un- 
derſtood: but in cleer caſes, wherein Gods -Commend- 
ment is manifeſtly tran , and to be direted imvriie- 
diately. towards the perſons therhſelves, who are tranſ- 
greſſors,to.make them ſenſible of the ut arid erin- 


der which they ſtand: Bat ir doubrfale fie 
'whireint 


is no clear _ from Gods Moth, 

ſtrates aCtions may be miſinterpreted ;* whereif he 

rends to walk- by a juſt Rule; wherein his ſeeter Mitt 
and intenfion, by a Falouſie of Stats, is rdther” con1- 
demn'd than his Fatt, ' and wietetn he is riet'expreſly 
dealt withal himſelf-tv-convi& his Conſcience concern: 
ing the Iniquity-of his P to reftifie it; but is 
cryed out upon before others, and cenſtired'before the 
multitude, who are not his competent Judges, (which 
is the praftiee- of thoſe that in the Pulpits have” medfed 
and do meddle with State-matters): T fay in'fuch caſes, 
and in ſuch a way of proceeding, no colour can be taken 
trom 


[op } 
edengontts Chrome Std 2s SimT Bae: for 
lad: upon thb Charge 


bore pour yo beter 
"Whe way howchis warning is'to be giv 
-qqU:2othe Righteous, >isiby a part | 

he 72s” to AY ry «5 Rom God unfo them- 
-ſdlvevrimaiediatily;/ If! the!Miniſters thit meddle with 
Seno-hatters will obleive theſe Rakes, far- be it from me 
to;condemachent ; but if their 
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Flockſhntoae od my-£ 
Author y,,or 
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the. example of thoſe that 
of thoſe; that: have 
ye cri which are-de- 
oo and'the fafery of the State ; 
"rack _ 2\-F: 4 


forgwarnas well thoſe dowilt Ly 
; led ethers: outvof;the-way, as thoſe 
themes: us jinjicaſerob Tdaliery:andQp- 
id addreſs themklves/tnetlhiw 
people? they ſhewedbeihthe undoubt- 
[ nt. of Sotbhnd it Utkdeniable wg 


Fo the Woke God, and 
tie dangerous cooloquences there- 
| an 90 leaving|the | Zipothefis 
judgrneat;'to 


State.;. the. 
*are warped © 
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+ They that:were:uſed to Preach of late-at Court, for 
the: ity calculate their Sermons for the' Humour 
of.the-Prince,and lic digging for Texes in Holy Writ, on 

purpoſe to uphold ſome State-Intereſt ; which,' it may be 

certainly. alledged, the Sacred Author never had fo muetr 
- 25/in his. thoughts : and all this meerly for Chureh-Pre- 
- fermgept, : And duch a one was that Parſon, who to'pleaſe 
:&he Humour of the Times, undertaking. to prove the'Ex- 
tellency of Monarchy, took his Text out of Judges 1 7. 
,werſ. 6; Tn thoſe days there. was no King in 1ſrael. . And 
Aay.chis means they, make themſelves allow : For there 
wi elway#iuch an unlucky Fate attends that fort of Peo- 


,£ogzance, of every,onc,-atul whicticate tandled)'no&bt- 
yore ;the parties themſelyes,-but :before others who'ire 
..pot, capable. to. Judge-.thereof, as the: rommon- pebpte 
"AB: jl. we lack ghar which Chriſt did-in this way-ef 
towards tht>Squibesand? Phariiees; Maii.af; Pie 
howeghel seproets:ought-torbt managel}; '' FirR, 


it 


{ #2 } 
.it ragy,be @bEeved, that:Chriſt came notitothis ſharp- 
neſs withthem till cowards:the: latter end of. hicfipiticy, 
after, thati he had, all probability. deatvanehy-times 
with them. a milder way, to make them.ſenfibleof their 
Duty: / For it is ſaid of -him; that. 'he did: tiot break 
the bruilgd) Reed, nor:quench:theſmaaking/Flax, thatche 
did nat ffrive; nor cauſed his !voice/£ot:be\heatd-in the 
ſtreets, Mat. 12. 19, 20, whence we-muſt-conelude, that 
he geverat firſt dealt with anyiman ſharply, bur ge 
{ways, but when be found theſe $cribes ant Phariſees 
incarrigible, then. leſt the people .might -beſetucet by 
their prattices, he:doth give thenva neceſſary. warning 
.to preſerve them/from being perverted 'by the example 
of their Leaders, and reproves -the open faults of -their 
Leaders,” in clear Cafes (convincingly: before them.  Se- 
condly, he dottvit in ſuch a way which-is without all ex- 
on. For he doth [not / intend: v6: diſcredit 'them in 
'their;plaees, or blaſt. thrireAathoripplowardethe: Profle, 
but - eſtabliſketh it, comparing the -People-to hear 
to\them'as'they /fit in-Myſes ſeit, - ver,2," fheo te re- 
proves them not belund- 'thtirback - People; 
to: their {aces in the: predence of the: People; -2And leſt] Ml, 
he. inſiſts ,ypon patticular matcers'of 'Faft; which 

, wherein -he not- only Yiſcovers — 
_ to convince them of: it, bur ſhows thetrr the 


[ry ] 

not, but that they” perfevere ina courſe' of State-liypo- 
crifie,' to enddnger 'the falvarion of others, whom they 
may” ſeduce by their example from the ſincerity of the 
Holy Profeſfion: if (I fay) 'in ſuch 4 caſe without prejus 
dice to their juſt Authority, they can deal roundly and. 
openly with. them, to convince of the perverſneſs of 
their way; and to reclaim them from the errours thereof, 
this would not: only be warrantable, but commendable: 
bat how far. this is intended by any, I leave to-you' to 
judge; and to the conſcience of rhoſe that handle State- 
matters -if their Sermons to determine between God and 
themſelves. 

- As for that which ſome ſay, that Men muſt nor be 
lake-warm Neutraliſts, but zealous in the Cauſe of God 
and for the Publick good. I anſwer it is fo ; but we muſt 
alſo take -heed, that we miſtake not the Cauſe of God, 
and that we make not onr own partial Aims and private 
Intereſts, ' thar which we call” God's' Cauſe: let God's 
Cauſe be flared as/it 'relates to the Goſpel of Chriſt,” ler 
t be handled in Thef & Antithef, as itreflets upon the 
Conſcience of all Men by the manifeſtation of the Truth ; 
and let-no' perſonal ' Reproches, . Inſinuations, Reflexions, 
and/particular Worldly matters, to afperſe any body, be 
mixed with it; and let it be held forth with all Sprritual 
Fervency from the Word; and fo let it be recommended 
to Gods'Bleſſing'upon the hearts of the Hearers; but let 
us ot -call: our own contrivements Gods Cauſe, nor hu- 
mane Paſſions raifed upon Jealoufies or Diſcontents, Zeal. 
Do we not ſee evidently'that no party doth count any 
thing a publick good, but that which is for its own way : 
and that all its Zeal and Strength is ſpent, nor ſo much to 
advance the Intereſt, as to ſet up it ſelf over the adverſe Par- 
ty and to caſt down every thing which is not for its own 
Intereſt : This is evidently all the Zeal of theſe times, 
VIZ, 
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[14 ] 
viz. to ſtrive for poweroyer others; and then! to:aft, by 
meer will accorging to power, | againſt all that are found 
or ſuſpe@ed-to be oppoſites: And if not td be aftive in 
this. way. of partiality,,or puft up for the Intereſt of orie 
againſt another,'-to have the Rule, be counted to be. a 
luke-warm Neutraliſt, - I ſhall confeſs my ſelf to be one 
of theſe, and yet I hope I ſhall never be.tound a Neutra- 
liſt before God in his Cauſe, nor luke-warm toward the 
way of Trurh and Peace, which is without Partiality and 
without Hypocriſie. | 

And as it iH becomes theMiniſtry to talk like Polititians 
and States-men in their Pulpits, ſos it a thing altogether 
as undecent, to ſee ſo many Preachers of the Goſpel haun- 
ting and crowding the Parliament-Lobbies, and Anti- 
Chambers of publick Lay-Aſſemblies, whiſpering here; 
and buzzing there, and as buſie as Bees. As if the Pub» 
lick Afﬀairs of the Nation could not be managed, without 
their having an Oar in the Boat. - And yet no Rational 
Man can/ give any. good Reaſon, why thoſe Fcclefiaſticks 
ſhould be ſo buſie and ative in ſuch places as thoſe, un- 
leſs it be to ſide with, or make Parties, and to beſpealk 
Friends for the carrying on fuch or ſuch an. Intereſt : 
which bow ill it becomes them, they themſelves well 
know, only they follow the Deteriora. -It would be-a 


Piece of Ill Manners, for them to believe that the Lords 


and Gentlemen now convened together, will not be as 
careful of the Proteſtant Religion, as they can be: ' Nor 
can they be thought to want their /DireRions. ' But-if 
they hover and brood over their own worldly Intereſts 
and Advantages, 'tis an unſeaſonable Piece of double Di- 
ligence; as if they could not confide in the Wiſdom of 
thoſe Perſons whom the Nation has made choice of in this 
Exigence of Afairs, without their Intermedling and Di- 
ſturbing their Debates. E 
T 


[ bg ] 
* "The Clergy of 'Enolavd eypmotibue be: deoply denſitale; 
How: wide 2 Meyer ent reeolted 
in-this Kingdom, and/ how thee BothHauſes/of: Parks: 
ment are now met to ſbader up the Wound;' what will 
the World then think, when they ſhall be the firſt that 
give the Iriterrupjion to ſogooda Work » The Church- 
of-England-men had moſt reaſon of all others, 10'be1pa- 
fible of the Invaſions made upon their Priviledges'and 
Properties, by their being turn'd out of their Colledges, 
while Popery began to fit eriumphant- in the very 
UNIVERSITIES of the Nation ; anduthey them- 
ſelves comraanded to read a Declaration, to the Violation 
of their Conſciences. And is it fair for them to'be'the 
firſt that Quarrel, who are the firſt who receive the Be- 
nefit of the Application ? Or are they willing to undergo 
the (ame Severities again, till' at longrh* they are Outed 
out of Alt?» © | \ ,Ha0 5 Atv 
The Clergy have the greateſt Advantage” in 'this pars 
ricular, that if they happen to be diſguſted at any thi 
they preſently get up into their Palpirs, nd i. Seach 
Sermon ring the Bells backward,” and-thmiheir Party 
come in. © But at ſich arunfeafonablevino as this; when 
Ireland lies # bleeding, when there:'was fever more nced 
of Union, when the laſt Efforts of a-ſtrugling Enemy re- 
ire-our utmoſt Oppoſition, it looks as # they had no 
nee of the —_— that they from-whoftat was leaſt 
expedted, ould be the” firft-ObſttuRiorsiofelt than % 
offered to ſecure both'them and-415 : of'avleaTt; that Po- 
pery and Slavery are-nouch formidable things to ſortie, 
who are now under another Profeſſion, as it is and ever 
wilf Be t6 ſach[Proteſtants as are 'endued with & perfect 
'Tbvye of Truth. - Certainit is, that the Genttemen'6f the 
Church of England itc hot fo'bigorted to theit P ſſv#0- 
betliexce, but that they = lay it aſide; 4 a'Concern 


that 
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that touches: their own Copyliold, as they did by. their 
Refirfal tor read : the Declaration. for Leg of Conſcience ; 
which makes it the leſs confiſtene with any Reaſon, why 
they ſhould -be fo ſqueamiſh in the Grand A4fair of the 
Kingdom. For where- the Religion of a Nation lies at 
ſtake; it) will be tranſmitted 10 Poſterity as a very unkind 
Caqntention, $6 trouble the Progreſs of Nationat Settle» 
ment with Diſputes about the ft1gnifications of Words. 
Good Authority has laid this down for a Maxim, That 
Princes, from the time that they begin to break the Laws, 
and thoſe ancient Manners and Cuſtoms, under which the 
People bave been long governd, begin to loſe their Sove- 
FAarnnty. 

nar ſpeaking of the Revolt of the Low Countries 
from the King of Spain, 1? is not to be queſtioned, ſays he, 
but that. ſame; Liberty to which the People has been for s 
long time accuſtomed, if there be any Attempt to: a{ter or- di- 
miniſh; it, occaſtons ;'fatal Commotions. And Sir Thomas 
Smith tells-us, That it is the Parliament which gives Form 
of Succeſſion .to the Crown. Beſides, that the words of 
Henry the Foxth, 'King of-France, .in Thuanus, were theſe: 
Legis now Regia eſe He regni Succeftone decernere. 
. Theſe therefore being the Maxims of Secular Politicks, 
conformable to-the Laws and Statutes -of the Land; and 
the Conceſſions of great Princes themſelves, .and. ſuch 
things wherein the Clergy have nothing t$0do.to meddle, 
K is { muchthe more to be wogdered at,-that any.Con- 
teſt among them ſhould; be. ſet on foot. to interrupt-the 
intended Proyifions for- the future Security. of -the Ng- 
t40n. ; 22 | es rn Loris cart 
;9/Tyue: igis, that & was a -gengral-Refreſhmeng,. and v- 
niwerſally xexived-the drooping, Spirits of zþ6 ation, to 
ſre.the conſtant Firmnels of the Chyrch of Zng/and Gen- 
tlemen>in their Refuſal ta read- the King's Declaration, 

iy and 
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and their ſtedfaſt ing to the Archbiſhop of Clanrer- 
bury, and the reſt of thoſe worthy Suffragans, who led 
them the way, and confirmed them by 'their noble Ex- 
ample. Never were perſons in their eminent ſtation, ſo 
generally beway1'd upon their Commitment, nor ever ca- 
refſed with louder Acclamations,' or a more univerſal Joy 
for their Acquittal. Story will immortalize the Glory 
of that AQtion to all Poſterity. For indeed they may be 
ſaid to have given the firſt Check to the Inſulting Power 
of Popery at White-ha/. 

Of theſe Honours it cannot be ſaid, but that the reſt of 
the Miniſtry that mov'd in a lower Orb, had gain'd a great 
ſhare; and it was hoped that they would have continu'd 
under the ſame Condudt that inſpu'd them with their firſt 
Reſolutions. But it was not without the forrow and 
perplexity of many, to obſerve that Harmony of Tem- 
per, and Agreement of Reſolution, tending ſo much. to 
the Good of the Nation, diſturb'd by the moody diſcon- 
tent of ſome men that ſeem'd to ſtudy more the Intereſt 
of the Common Enemy, than the Publick Welfare. 
There is no queſtion to be made, but that the Enemies of 
our Religion and Liberties, would be the moſt joyful Peo- 
ple in the World, 'to ſee that there were among our ſelves 
7 People ſo much their kind Friends, as to kindle Di- 
viſions among thoſe Worthy Patriots who are now con- 
ſulting the Settlement of the Nation upon the laſting 
Foundations of Peace and Safety. But it would ill be- 
come thoſe who have aCted hitherto ſo much to the fatis- 
faction of the Kingdom, to be the firſt that ſhould fave 
our Enemies the labour, and blow up thoſe Flames that 
ſhould put us into new Conflagrations, and diſturb that 
Great Work which is now carrying on to Reſtore this 
Nation to its ancient Luſter and Grandeur, All men 
kaow that Reiapſes are worſe than the Diſeaſes them- 
ſelves; 


Beſides, tt. wok be Preſumption.i in pros 
2 
* Were 2 avny hex en, by about to diſturb-whie 
Fae = lus hero ſo lp beolgts en -whieh 
Y never om-t 
were kept within the bonds of their FunQion, rem 
deviate from the Precepts of their Lord and Maſter. 
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